CZECH ASA NEW LANGUAGE

COURSE DESCRIPTION

I ntroduction

This course aims to provide a competent readingwledge of Czech and bas
communicative skills in the language. Students whimplete the course successfully will

able to assure both potential employers and acadseopervisors that they possess

necessary foundation-level Czech language skilleadk with original Czech texts and

enable them to undertake study and/or researcheirCzech Republic. The course provig
an intensive introduction to Czech grammar, a keolgé of basic vocabulary, practice in t
skills of oral communication in Czech in straightfard situations, translation ar
information retrieval skills, using Czech texts 6mech and international cultural, politic
and social themes.

The course is designed for beginners, i.e. foresttedwho do not already speak or underst
Czech. It requires intensive study and applicanistrprovide evidence of language learn
ability. Progress is carefully monitored, in pautar in the early stages of the course.

ic
be
the
(o]
les
he
d
al

and
ng

Key Reference Works

Course materials produced by the teacher will bgiged.

Material from the following will also be used irask:

» David ShortTeach Yourself Czech

» Jelinek-Be&ka-TéSitelova:Frekvence slovnich druita tvani v ceském jazyce
» Oxford Photo Dictionary anglickdesky

Students will find the following useful for indepaemt study:

« James Naughtoi€zech. An Essential Grammar

« James Naughtor€ollogquial Czech

« Any of the Czech phrase-books published by the BB&hguin (Rough Guide), Infoa
* Lukas Vodtka: Anglicko¢esky slovnik frazovych sloves

« Ales Klégr, Norah Hronkov&nate anglicka fidavna jména?

A list of relevant websites and online referencearials will be provided at the start of the
course.

Students will require a dictionary at an early stagthe course. The following is
recommended:
» Josef FronekAnglicko<eskacesko-anglicky slovnik

NB: Students will be informed at the start of therseuvhich textbooks they should
purchase.




Cour se Details

Title CZECH AS A NEW LANGUAGE
Course Code SEES GE71

Course Value 40 credits

Duration Taught in the Autumn and Spring Terms
Availability Open to students of most SSEES taught

postgraduate programmes, including MA,
IMESS and MRes

Prerequisites Open to students who have no knowledge
Czech
Course Leader Mr David Short
Aims

The course aims to enable students to:

develop competence in and use of Czech to a peeanediate level

develop basic communicative skills of aural compredion and oral production
develop the comprehension skills of reading, reitnig key information and translating
from Czech, through the use of a range of styhfigadiverse materials, drawn in the

main from contemporary sources

acquire the basic writing skills necessary to featik language learning and support a
period of study and/or research in the Czech Républ

develop a knowledge of grammar and syntax, lexikragister, as well as language
awareness and language learning skills

study a wide range of authentic language mategiadsacquire a deeper knowledge an
understanding of Czech life and culture throughnttagerials studied.
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Outcomes

On successful completion of the course studentshaile acquired:

a grasp of the basic grammatical structures andiudary of Czech
comprehension of written Czech at a pre-intermeditel

the ability to communicate in Czech in straightfard/ everyday and study-related
situations

the ability to retrieve information and translatearately

time management skills and the ability to work éadlines.




Teaching

Classes meet for four hours each week over twewtghing weeks (80 hours of contact tim
Additionally, students will be expected to spenegkrothe whole teaching year, an average
four hours’ independent study per contact hour.

In class, students will be presented with the gramend vocabulary of Czedb initio.
Communicative, reading and vocabulary buildinglskiill be extended through a range
exercises, work with authentic texts and trainimghie effective use of a dictionary.
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Assessment

Coursework

The regular, punctual and satisfactory completibweekly assignments is a prerequisite
completion of the course, but does not contribatthé final assessment. Students’ prog
is monitored by means of regular tests, exercisddhame assignments.

Students are also required to compile a portfofianaterials, in Czech, relating to the

individual area of interest. This is monitored hg teacher and its satisfactory completio
a prerequisite for entry to the examination.

Examination
The course is examined by means of an oral te§b (@bthe overall mark) and a three-ha
written paper, normally held in May. The writteraexination consists of:

e a set of comprehension tasks assessing knowledg€zeth grammar and synta
approximately 450 words in total, in the targetglaage (30% of the overall mark).

« a comprehension and information retrieval task isbing of a passage in Czech
approximately 400 words, followed by questions imglsh, to be answered in Engli
(25% of the overall mark).

« a translation into English of a passage of CzecRB0fF-250 words (20% of the overall

mark).

The use of dictionaries is permitted in the writexamination.
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